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transferred from Poland. Here in the West was opportunity
to win spurs in "battle". To encourage the troops to take
this opportunity, special decorations were created by
Hitler; among them the Infantry and the Tank Storm
Order.
"The Infantry and the Tank Storm Order," said the
official announcement, "is a special decoration for the
German soldier who succeeds on three different occasions
in breaking through the enemy lines. It will be given also
to infantry men who have been engaged in hand-to-hand
fighting with the enemy on three different occasions or
tank leaders who are under fire three times."
"The new decoration," said the "Voelkischer Beobach-
ter", "is an incentive to the German soldier to carry the
war into enemy territory. ..."
Hundreds received this decoration in the first six
months of the war, although it was very seldom that the
Nazi press could claim that German troops had taken the
war on to enemy soil. But to keep up the war spirit, daily
reconnaissance raids have been arranged, groups of five
to eight men have been sent out to patrol parts of the
no man's land in front of the Maginot Line:
"What we expect from these groups," says the Nazi
press, "is heroism and blind obedience to their leaders.
The raids are the best school for true soldiers who will
prove themselves when the great action starts."
The fact that up to the beginning of April this great
activity had not started, has given rise to rumours about
the poor morale of the German troops. I have found no
evidence that these rumours are true, or that the morale
of the German troops has suffered from inactivity. Neither
do I think it likely that such a development is imminent.
Wherever big armies are forced to stay in idleness,
boredoip. is a danger to the morale of the troops. But I